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in the well-watered low-lying tracts, and the melon and
many other vegetables arrive at astonishing perfection.
The apples, the grapes, and pomegranates of Afghanistan
are celebrated throughout India.

In Baluchistan wheat, barley, rice, cotton, pulse,
madder, indigo, and tobacco are cultivated; the date-
palm prevails in Makran; magnificent fruits and vege-
tables are grown in the valleys. Asafoetida abounds,
and of forest trees the chief are the plantain, walnut,
sycamore, wild fig and olive, mulberry, tamarisk, and
mimosa.

The "karez," or underground system of irrigation
peculiar to the Iranian plateau, is well suited to this
region, and extensively practised. " The soil being
naturally open and porous, composed of water-worn
stones embedded in a sandy soil, which, however, having
a large admixture of lime, hardens at a short distance
below the surface into an impermeable conglomerate, it
is easy to understand how flowing water may in many
places be found 20 or 30 feet from the surface, while on
the surface itself for miles round there is nothing but an
arid plain. The water thus found is led gradually
towards the surface through the karez. A series of wells
are dug at intervals of 15 to 25 yards, and connected
below by an underground passage, through which the
water runs till at last it reaches the surface and is
utilised for irrigating the fields " (Capt. R Beavan).

In East Irania wild animals are comparatively scarce.
Lions and leopards of a small type haunt the upper
valleys of the Hindu-Kush, where are also met the wolf
and two species of bear. The so-called Angora cat is
indigenous in Eabulistan, and in the plains the drome-
dary or one-humped camel is the chief beast of burden.
Here the horce Ts far inferior to the Turkoman breed.
The ass exists in the wild and domestic state, but sheep